Are Business Laws Implemented in Lebanon?
By Dr. Paul Morcos

How many times have we heard of laws in Lebanon that were not implemented?  
How many of us believe that neither the citizens nor the authorities respect the law?  But when it comes to laws affecting business, it’s a different story! 

In Lebanon, we cannot say that one law is necessarily more or less important than the other; all Lebanese laws are all voted on in the parliament, promulgated by the President of the Republic, and published in the official gazette in order to be implemented. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that some laws are largely ignored in Lebanon, particularly when they deal with individual rights.

But this problem does not really exist when it comes to commercial laws. This is due to the commercial laws’ need for transparency, efficiency, and swiftness. Accordingly, commercial tribunals are keen to implement commercial laws and make them respected.  Such laws have a major impact on the country's economy and are perceived as the basic parameter for foreign investors who wish to start new businesses in Lebanon.  If investments were not legally protected, nobody would risk losing his capital!  

However, the question remains as to whether there is political interference in implementing laws or not.  It appears that political intervention into commercial legal matters is not as common other domains, or at least, it is not common as in other legal matters. Mainly because when it comes to their money, people are very aware of their rights and do not hesitate to protect them – if this means even facing off with politicians.  
The past few years have witnessed a number of reforms in both the economic and financial fields. Indeed, we should not fail to mention the issuance of laws in the areas of consumers’ protection; intellectual property and gas & oil investments. However, many of these laws still need decrees to be implemented. 
Globally, Lebanese business laws seem to be good and efficient.  Additionally, their implementation does not suffer the significant delays or interferences that frequently affect other laws in Lebanon. However, that does not mean that Lebanon’s commercial laws are perfect.  Unfortunately, some of these laws are outdated, contradictory and uncodified. They also lack the existence of a clear legislative plan and would benefit from the serious participation of non-governmental organizations in their drafting.  There is an urgent need to modernize Lebanese business and commercial laws to enable them to cope with the contemporary commercial and technological evolution and comply with the international standards of organizations and treaties. 
The forcing and lobbying of the civil society, NGOs, and individuals play an effective role in this context.
YOU are concerned!  

PM/ Artciles/ Business law C


